
 

“What Did We Learn From The Romans? (Geography)” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

crust- the outermost layer of our planet. 

debris- loose pieces of broken rock. 

epicentre- the location directly above the 
earthquake's focus. 

grid references- numbered lines used to 
locate features on a map. 

latitude- lines parallel to the equator that 
show how far north or south a place is. 

longitude- lines running from top to bottom 
of the Earth that show how far east or west a 
place is. 

magnitude- the size of an earthquake. 

Prime Meridian- the line labelled 0° 
longitude which is also called the Greenwich 
Meridian. 

Richter Scale- a measure that shows the 
scale of an earthquake. 

satellite image- images of planets collected 
by satellites. 

summit- the highest point of a mountain. 

thematic map-a map that has a specific 
subject. 

topographic map-a map that represents the 
Earths’ features to scale. 

 

 

Take aways 

 I can identify and understand the features of earthquakes, volcanoes and mountains. 

 I can use geographical vocabulary to give similarities and differences between two locations in 

the past and the present. 

 I can collect and record data using charts and sketch maps. 

 I can use an atlas and different types of maps, including six-figure grid references, symbols and 

keys. 

 I can use facts I have learnt in history and geography to come up with reasons why a country 

and its landscape has changed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Important People 

Charles Francis Richter (1900 – 1985)  
 

Alfred Lothar Wegener (1880 –1930) 

An American seismologist (someone who 
studies earthquakes). He is known for 
creating a scientific way for measuring the 
size of earthquakes- The Richter Scale of 
Magnitude. This measures how big an 
earthquake is. 

 

A German scientist who is most well-
known for his theory of continental drift. 
This was the idea that the continents 
were slowly drifting around the Earth 
rather than remaining still. 
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https://kids.kiddle.co/images/6/62/CharlesRichter.jpg
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Big Ws 

Earthquakes 

 Earthquakes are a sudden and quick shock of the Earth’s surface to free the 
Earth of tension between tectonic plates. 

 There are about 20 plates along the surface of the earth that move 
continuously and slowly past each other. When the plates squeeze or stretch, 
huge rocks form at their edges                                                                                                                          
and the rocks shift with great                                                                                                                  
force, causing an earthquake. 

 

Volcanoes 

 A volcano is a very deep hole in the Earth’s top layer that can let out hot gasses, 
ash and lava.  

 Volcanoes have long shafts that go all the way down through the Earth’s first 
layer, the crust, to magma in between the crust and the mantle (the Earth’s 
second layer). It’s so hot there that rocks melt into liquid! This is called magma, 
which travels up through volcanoes and flows out as lava. 

 

Mountains 

 A mountain is a 
landform that rises 
high above the 
surrounding area. 
They are made from 
rocks and earth. 

Dome Mountains 
These are formed 

when an area of flat 
lying rock is warped 

upward. 

 
Fault Block Mountains 

These form when 
cracks in the Earth's 

crust force some 
materials or rock up 

and others                                        
down. 

 
Fold Mountains  

These are formed 
mainly by the effects 
of folding on layers in 
the upper part of the 

Earth's crust. 

 
 

 

Pompeii 

 Pompeii was a Roman town in 

southern Italy. On 24 August 79AD 

it was buried under volcanic ash 

and rock following the eruption of 

the volcano, Mount Vesuvius. 

Most of the people who lived there 

were killed. 

 The town was excavated 1,600 

years later and the remains of 

many items, buildings and people 

were found in a ‘petrified’ state (as 

they were at the time of the 

eruption). 

 Pliny the Younger (61 AD)  

Geographers and historians know 

about the eruption on Mount 

Vesuvius because Pliny the Younger 

was a man who wrote letters all 

about the eruption at the time. He 

also spoke to survivors and asked 

them about their experiences. Pliny 

wrote that there had been several 

earth tremors in the days leading 

up to the eruption, but Roman 

scientists didn't know that 

earthquakes could signal the start 

an eruption.                                            

 

 

Tectonic Plates 

 The Earth’s surface-the crust- is made of different sections called plates (like a 

cracked egg shell). There are eight major plates: Eurasian, Pacific, Indo-

Australian, Antarctic, Nazca, North American, South American & African.  
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