
 
 

  

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

erosion - The removal of rock and soil particles produced 

by weathering. 

formed - Something that has been made. 

fossilisation - The process by which a fossil is formed. 

fossils - The remains or marks of ancient organisms. 

igneous rock - Rock that is formed from solidified magma 

or lava. 

impressions - A mark made on the surface of something 

by pressing an object onto it. 

metamorphic rock - Rock that is formed underground 

through extreme heat and pressure.  

microorganisms - A living thing that on its own is 

too small to be seen without a microscope. 

organic matter - The remains of plants and animals that 

have died and been broken down by bacteria and fungi in 

the soil. 

particle - A particle is an extremely small piece of matter.   

preserved - To save something or protect it 

from damage or decay.  

sedimentary rock - Rock that is formed from compressed 

sediment at the bottom of seas, lakes and rivers.  

soil - The upper layer of the earth, consisting of small, 

loose particles of rock, minerals and humus. 

weathering - The breakdown of rock into smaller particles. 

Take Aways 

 I can compare and group together different 

kinds of rocks based on their properties and 

what they look like.  

 I can describe how fossils are formed when 

things that have lived are trapped within rock.  

 I recognise that soils are made from rocks and 

organic matter. 
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Important People 

Mary Anning was born on 21 May 1799. She lived in the 
English seaside town of Lyme Regis in Dorset. Her family 
were very poor, which meant she didn’t get to attend 
school much. Instead, she mainly taught herself to read 
and write. 
Mary would spend her time searching the coast looking 
for what she called ‘curiosities’. Later in her life, as she 
developed a better understanding of her finds, she 
realised they were actually fossils. 
Over the course of her life she made many incredible 
discoveries. This made her famous among some of the 
most important scientists of the day. They would visit 
her for advice and to discuss scientific ideas about 
fossils.  
 
Today, Mary is remembered as one 
of the greatest fossil hunters to 
have ever lived. 
 

Big Ws 

 There are three types of naturally occurring rocks: igneous; sedimentary; metamorphic.  

 Soil is a mixture of different things: minerals; air; water and organic matter which includes living and dead plants and animals. 

 Caves are formed when water permeates through the base rock and erodes some of the rock away. This process can take hundreds and thousands of 

years. 

 Fossilisation occurs when an animal dies and it is cover by sediment and eventually turns in to a rock: 
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