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1 - Welcome to the new academic year! 

The children have settled back into the routine of school incredibly well and the children have 

produced some fantastic work! It has been fantastic to hold assemblies and see our school 

community join together. I would like to thank you for your support whilst the children have 

returned and adjusting to our new systems. From next week, we will no longer be opening both 

gates however the rest of the arrival and departing from school will remain the same.  

Please can I remind all parents that if you have any concerns or would like to discuss anything with 

myself please contact the school office to arrange a convenient time. Alternatively, you can speak to 
me on the playground.  



Arriving and Leaving School  

 

All children are to arrive at school for 8:55am, any children arriving after this time will be marked as 

late and this will affect their attendance. If you are late arriving at school, please can you come to 
the main office to register your child.  

Any children who are late on several occasions will be invi ted to a meeting with myself to discuss 

how we can support your child in arriving at school on time.  

After school clubs 

 

We are looking forward to organising after school clubs.  

The clubs we are running for the Autumn Term are 

Monday - Young Voices Choir  (3:15pm - 4pm) 

                 We will shortly send you more information regarding this choir. The choir will be running 
for years 3 -6.  

Tuesday - Multi skills sports club (Year 3 and Year 4) (3:15pm - 4:15pm) 

Wednesday -  Multi skills sports club (Year 1 and Year 2) (3:15pm - 4:15pm) 



Thursday - Year 6 Stem Club (3:15pm - 4:15pm) 

                   Please see the information below.  

Friday -  Change 4 Life sports and wellbeing (Year 5 and Year 6) (3:15pm - 4:15pm) 

Please look out for letters regarding clubs next week.  

Year 6 STEM Club 

 

Mr Woolliss will be starting a Year 6 STEM club, STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Maths. The main focus of this club will be design technology with lots of time for creativity, art 
and fantasy writing.  

In this club we will be designing, building, painting and eventually playing with Warhammer.  

Warhammer is a miniature wargame produced by Games Workshop. It is the most popular 

miniature wargame in the world, especially in the United Kingdom. 

We have some very high quality resources, provided by Games Workshop, which I know our Year 6's 

will be excited about. The club will be on a Thursday starting on Thursday 9th September from 3:15 
p.m. - 4:15 p.m. 

There will be limited spaces for this club and pupils' will need to write a short application letter if 

they are interested.  



If accepted there will be a consent form needed, as we will be using tools such as clippers and paints 

during this club. There will be a small donation of 50p per session, this money will contribute 

towards any future models or materials which will then be subsidised by the academy.  

This club is of course for boys and girls and I hope it will prove to be a popular and enjoyable one!  

EYFS  

We are so excited to welcome our Reception children into school! We have an exciting half term 

ahead. We will be getting used to routines in the classroom and learning all about ourselves in our 

topic 'Amazing me!'. This half term will be full of exploring, imagining and investigating! We look 
forward to a great year together.  

 

 

Key Information:  

P.E will take place on a Friday morning. Please ensure your child has appropriate kit.  

Please ensure ALL of your child's belongings are labelled with thei r full name. 

Thank you for your support 

Miss Wiseman 

Year 1 

A big welcome to our brand new Year 1's. Moving from EYFS to Key Stage 1 is a big step and they are 

already doing so well. I can't believe how much they have grown over the summer!  

I feel so lucky to be their teacher this year, and we can't wait to show you what we will be getting up 
to! 

During our first full week back, we have been getting use to our new classroom, new routine and 
learning new things! 



Key information: 

PE 

Our PE days is Friday. Please ensure your child brings a full outdoor and indoor PE kit so your child 

can take part whatever the weather. Please also make sure you have written your child's name in 

everything to ensure clothing does not get lost. 

Reading 

Once we start sending home reading books, we would like your child to read to you 4 times a week. 
Reading is a huge focus throughout our academy and a core subject in our curriculum.  

 

If you have any questions or worries, please contact or speak to Miss Paddison.  

Year 2 

 

2 - Year 2 

A huge welcome back to our now year 2's. We are so excited about the new year ahead and working 
with you all. 

Key Information 

P.E. 

P.E. will be taught on Mondays and Fridays, please ensure your children bring in their full kits on 

these days so they are able to take part. Please include indoor and outdoor clothing on these days as 
we may still have some summer days left! and  ensure everything is named. 

Homework 

 

Reading 



Once your child brings their reading book home please ensure they read at least 4 times a week, 
reading is an integral part of their education and is a huge focus throughout our academy.  

Please contact Miss Reeder or Mrs Isle if you have any questions/queries we are always happy to 

talk with you when we can, if not we will arrange an appropriate appointment for you  

Year 3 

 

Welcome back to our wonderful Year 3 class and welcome to Key Stage 2! Transitioning from Key 

Stage 1 to 2 is an exciting and challenging time for your children, as they move forward through the 

school and onto the next part of their learning journey. There are new faces, routines and 

expectations, but we are here to support you every step of the way.  I am very excited to be Year 3's 

teacher and I am looking forward to all the amazing things that we will achieve together this 

academic year. Already, we have experienced our Archaeologist WOW Day for our topic 'The Stone 
Age', which was a fantastic way to begin our term.  

 

Key Information: 

 

P.E  - Your child's P.E days will be on Tuesday and Thursday. Please can you ensure that your child 

has their full P.E kit on those days and that the kit is labelled with their name. As the weather starts 

to get colder, please include warmer clothing e.g. joggers and jackets. Any earrings will also need to 
be removed that morning.  

 

Reading - Reading at home is expected to be completed between 3-4 times a week. It is very 

important that you listen to your child read as this will assist in developing their fluency. Can I also 

ask that you ask them questions about what they have read to improve their understanding.  

 

Spellings  - Your child will be given ten spellings to learn each week on a Monday and tested on a 

Friday. They will follow the weeks spelling rule and ideally need to be practised daily. They will be 
practicing them during the school day but any support at home would be fantastic.  

 



Times tables - By the end of Year 3, children are expected to recall the 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 and 10 times 

tables. Each week, your child will be given a times table to focus on. Any practise at home that you 

can support with will be greatly appreciated.  

 

Homework  - Homework will be uploaded to seesaw on a Friday and is expected to be completed by 

the following Thursday. If you have difficulties accessing seesaw at home then there will be a 
homework club during the school day.  

 

Thank you for all your support. If you have any questions/queries or concerns, please do not hesitate 

to come and speak to me or arrange a class teacher appointment. I am always happy to help with or 
discuss any matter.  

 

Miss Crompton 



Year 4 

 

Wow - What a come back we have had over the past week! The children have returned to school in a 

fantastically, calm and sensible manner. Keep it up year four.  We have been working hard on 

learning new classroom routines and being more responsible with our equipment. We have chosen 

our table mascots and selected an underwater theme. The children are working on their 

teambuilding skills and gaining as many table points as possible, for attainment, efficiency and  

preparedness.  

Key information -  

• Our PE days for the academic year are Tuesday and Thursday. Can you please ensure you 

child has appropriate kit for outdoor sessions, trainers and very soon warmer clothing. I 

must stress that children cannot wear any jewellery  - particularly earrings for PE. Please 
could you ensure they are earring free on those days. Thank you.  



• Spellings - are given to your child each Monday morning. They have some time to rehearse 

these within school, however it is important they practise at home too for our test every 

Friday.  

• Timetables - Timetable knowledge in year four is a HUGE focus for us, with the expectation 

that your child will confidently know them all before completing this academic year. Each 

week we will learn and practise a new times table with a test on a Friday. Please could you 

ensure your child practises at home on TTRockstars  twice a week. 

• Reading - All children have now been baseline assessed within reading and have been 

provided with a book matched to their reading ability. There is an expectation that your 

child reads a minimum of  three times a week. We will check reading diaries on a 

Wednesday and a Friday.  This can be a choice of reading book or Reading Plus.  

• Homework  - Homework will be uploaded to seesaw on a Friday and is expected to be 

completed by the following Thursday. If you have difficulties accessing seesaw at home then 
there will be a homework club during the school day.  

I have really enjoyed getting to know your children since their return and they are exceptional. I 

cannot wait to see what we can achieve together this year. If you have any worries, concerns or 

general questions, please see me in the morning before school, after school or arrange an 
appointment.  

Thank you for your support.  

Miss Donnachie and Mrs Rouse.  



Year 5  

 

Welcome back to a brand new and exciting academic year, I am so thankful to be teaching our 

wonderful class again and I believe that we will continue to build on the great progress we made last 
year, despite the challenges we all faced.  

Key Information 

P.E. 

P.E. lessons will now be on a Tuesday and a Friday. Please ensure your child/children have a full kit 

on both these dates. I am aiming to teach P.E. outdoors as much as possible, when the weather is 

poor please include warmer clothing such as joggers and jackets. All children need trainers for 

lessons, it is incredibly important that pupils start to take more ownership over organising and 
bringing their kits on the correct days, please support them to build these good habits.  

Homework 

As we enter upper KS2 the amount of homework pupils' will receive will increase. I aim to make 

homework manageable and engaging, however any support to monitor and encourage your child to 

complete their homework is hugely appreciated. Homework will be set on See Saw on a Monday and 

the expectation will be that all homework is completed by Thursday evening. I will then check who 

has not completed all of their homework and this will then be completed during school time. Each 

week pupils will be set a range of homework which builds on what they are learning about in school, 
alongside this there will be weekly key skills to practise. 

 



Each week your child will be set home learning, this will typically include: 

• Weekly spellings which will be tested on a Friday 

• Weekly times tables which will be tested on a Friday 

• A reading comprehension activity 

• A maths activity 

• A topic project or activity 

Spellings and times tables need to be practised daily so I will try to facilitate this as best as possible, 

however any practise on paper or whiteboards at home is always greatly appreciated and we would 

love to see pictures posted on See Saw.  

Additional swimming lessons will be organised for Year 5 to support them further with their 

swimming as this was partially interrupted due to Covid-19. These will be later in the year and I will 
share more information later in the academic year. 

I would like to welcome Mr Clarke to our Willows Academy team, he will be working with the Year 

Five class in the role of Teaching Assistant.  

Thank you for your ongoing support it makes such a difference, last year with all the challenges we 

faced I was overwhelmed by our pupils' and parents' resilience and fortitude in the face of such 

uncertainty. Your support with online teaching was amazing and I hope we can have a consistent 
and positive 2021-2022 term. 

Please contact me or arrange a class teacher appointment at any time, I am always happy to help or 

discuss any matter big or small, thank you Mr Woolliss. 

Year 6  

The new academic year has begun; the final year of primary school!  it is a very important year for 

the year 6s but I have no doubt they will all continue to work hard and impress me, with lots of fun 

along the way! I am very pleased and honoured to have year 6 again  - the children are already 
showing how engaged they are which is great.  

We have been working hard on establishing our classroom routines and they have all been 

demonstrating a mature year 6 attitude towards their learning which is fantastic. I have promised 

many rewards and exciting times this academic year, especially since they have SATs to focus on, but 
as long as their try their best - that's all I ever ask.  

 

Key Information 

PE: Our PE days will be on a Wednesday and Friday. On both days, P.E is outdoors; we ask that 

alongside normal PE kit children now bring in warmer clothes (this can be  joggers and jumpers). All 

children must have trainers and earrings must be taken out. PE kit must also be taken home each 
Friday to be washed. 

 



Weekly Home Learning 

Reading – It is very important to hear your child read at least three times a week, for around ten 

minutes. Please also ask them questions about what they are reading to help improve their 

understanding. As your child is now year 6, I trust that they can read to themselves and record the 

number of pages they have read in their reading diary - however, they will be checked and the 
children will be asked questions about their book to ensure they are reading at home.  

Homework – This will be set on a Friday and needs to be completed by the following Thursday. We 

will be setting homework on Seesaw (online learning) due to restrictions. If you do not have access 
to the internet, a homework club will be available during the school day.  

Spellings – Your child will be given ten spellings to learn each week on a Monday, they will be tested 
on these on the Friday of that same week. 

Times tables – By the end of year 4, children are expected to recall all the times table and division 

facts up to 12 x 12. Each week, your child will be given a times table to focus on. Any practise you 
can support at home would be great. 

 

Thank you so much for your support with your child's education, it is greatly appreciated and as 

always, I am here if you ever have any queries or concerns. My number one priority is to ensure your 

child is happy, feels valued and knows that I will help them reach their full potential in all aspects of  

their school life.  

Miss Stephenson 

Safety around our community  

Please can I ask all parents/carers to be respectful of the residents living near our school when 

collecting or dropping off their children. Residents are becoming increasingly frustrated when cars 
are parked on the yellow lines or are blocking the road and driveways.  

Contact Us 

If you have any concerns or would like to discuss something with a member of staff please come to 

the office to make an appointment.  

Alternatively, you can contact the school by email : info@willowsacademy.org.uk 

mailto:info@willowsacademy.org.uk

