
 

THE READING STRATEGY 

 
The Reading Strategy is a trust-wide approach to develop reading comprehension skills, it takes place EVERY day for 
a minimum of 30 minutes.  It incorporates age-appropriate, challenging texts which vocabulary rich therefore pupils 
are exposed to text which enables them to respond using a greater range of vocabulary.  The chosen texts are: 

 
Autumn Spring Summer 

Y1 Dogger The Tin Forest Traction Man 

Y2 The Tunnel The Owl who was afraid of the 
Dark 

George’s Marvellous Medicine 

Y3 This Morning I met a whale 
(Window will compliment!)  

The Firework Maker’s Daughter Charlotte’s Webb 

Y4 The Iron Man Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone 

Krindlecrax* 

Y5 Cool Street Child Who let the Gods out?* 

Y6 Black Powder The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas  Floodland* 

 
All schools teach the same text in each year group. This allows for better collaboration and development and shared 
planning for CPD for all schools. There is a clear focus on core reading comprehension skills which are age 
appropriate and the strategy develops ‘depth’ in pupil’s reading.  The use of a clear structure supports staff and 
develops confidence in their delivery of reading. All pupils are exposed to high quality texts and discussions despite 
potential barriers to word reading and comprehension.  

The core principles of the Reading Strategy are as follows: 

 A 30-40 minutes whole class text reading session (Additional reading time to be organised by the school)  

 Wherever possible, whole class reading should take place during the morning. 

 This is a non-negotiable session which must not be missed 

 All Academies must use the set texts provided.   

 Texts will last for the term (or even more UKS2)  

 Text used in the reading session will be separate from literacy or wider curriculum work  

 Teachers identify children who are working below or well below ARE who will need support (in addition) for 

fluency and decoding.  

 All year groups will have a reading response book. There should be 3 pieces of written response per week. 

(independent/guided/ specific). These books reflect the pride and enjoyment in reading children have 

 These sessions will need to be supplemented with non-fiction and poetry to ensure a broad range of 

literature is experienced.  

 

 

 



Rationale for implementing the Reading Strategy 

The strategy has been developed in order to support and develop teaching and learning across our trust. The 

Strategy aims to:  

 Ensure that ALL children across the trust are exposed to high quality, challenging texts. 

 Allow for better collaboration both within individual schools in year groups and across academies to share 
best practice.  

 Reduce teacher workload through shared planning and resourcing.  

 Develop teacher confidence by allowing them to get to ‘know a book’ and ‘well’.   

 Ensure that all staff, at all levels have a sound overview of each child’s basic reading diet across their school. 

 Create greater opportunities for cluster school moderation- raising staff awareness of reading expectations 
in each year group.  

 Draw upon the expertise of teachers across the academy trust to support colleagues.  

 Strengthen the quality and quantity of CPD opportunities offered to academy staff.  
 

 


